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Burnsville First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Bo x 635
120 Church Street
Bur nsville, N C 28714

Meals to Heal BBQ Fundraiser MomentsMeals to Heal BBQ Fundraiser MomentsMeals to Heal BBQ Fundraiser MomentsMeals to Heal BBQ Fundraiser MomentsMeals to Heal BBQ Fundraiser Moments

Lining up for a BBQ Meal

Aimee Tomcho, Mary Sheldon, Alice Cottrell, Judy Lee Chad and Max Smoker

We Appreciate Our May/June Christian Ed Volunteers!
Wednesday Church School/Children’s Carnival:  Joe Haberthier; Britt
Kaufmann, Willard & Alice Cottrell, Laura Seelbach, Laura Watrous,
Lori Osada, Mary Sheldon, Rev. Maggie Lauterer, Chad Robertson,

Amanda Martin, Anne Phillips, Amy Sheele,
and Aimee Tomcho.  Special thanks from
Aimee to Joe Haberthier, Alice Cottrell, Laura
Seelbach, and Mary Sheldon!
Worship Preparation: Margie Lang
Preschool Sunday School:  Elizabeth & Chad
Ayers
Noon Bible Study:  Rev. Lauterer
Centering Prayer: Beverly Bell
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Thank you, Willard!Thank you, Willard!Thank you, Willard!Thank you, Willard!Thank you, Willard!
by Rev. Maggie Lauterer

After many very faithful years, our
beloved Willard Cottrell is stepping
down from position of Music Director for
our church.  “I don’t want any
recognition,” said Willard, “so don’t do
anything - cause I’m not going anywhere
- I’ll be around.”
But for what Willard and his faithful side-
kick Alice have done with the children’s
music as well as the Balcony Choir, we
will forever be grateful.
We’ve asked Willard what he wants to do
next in our church - he says he’s thinking
about it.  Meanwhile, look for Willard’s
eggs fresh from his chickens (funds going
to the Reconciliation House) and listen
for the sweet voices he is training. Thank
you, Willard.
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Member Updates

New MembersNew MembersNew MembersNew MembersNew Members
God has blessed our church with seven new members.  These

folks attended classes together in preparation for joining and each one
is a blessing.
             Those who joined in May were Rachel and Jon Chandler,
Rhonda and Bob Lemarr, Mary Horton, John Horton, and Laura
Watrous.

 Rachel and Jon live in Burnsville and are the parents of
Corey and Jonathan. Jon has already pitched in mowing grass at the
church and drilled out two stumps in the lawn of the Laughrun House.
Thank you, Jon!
              Rhonda and Bob Lemarr were also baptized on that day, an honor for our church to be the place for their baptism.
Rhonda and Bob live near Wolf Laurel and have been avid students in the Wednesday Fellowship studies.
              Mary Horton lives on Banks Creek with her husband Steve on their farm. Mary has worked in the kitchen of our
church and volunteered to work with the children’s Sunday School.
              John Horton lives on Phipps Creek and is the son of Mary and Steve Horton.
              Laura Watrous has quickly become a pillar in children’s Christian Education and is training under Amy Sheele to
become the next Christian Education chair.  Her husband Brett and children Luke and Polly also attend our church regularly.
              Thanks be to God for these additions to our membership.  We look forward to working for the Kingdom with
them and their many talents.

After her stroke last August, Thelma Cumbie has moved from
the nursing home in Alpharetta, Georgia to a condo in Acworth,
Georgia, very close to her children and grandchildren.  She is
still not walking and has a therapist working with her who told
her she would walk again, but it’s going to take time.  Thelma’s
contact information has changed, so the updated info is below. 
She said she misses everyone and really appreciates the prayers,
cards, emails and calls.  

Thelma Cumbie
5355 Manor View Drive

Acworth, GA  30101
678/354-7000

Scott Pulver has finally arrived home after being gone
since November when he had a stroke.  Thanks to
workers from our church, the basement garage has
been converted to a living space.  That way, Scott does
not have to manage steps. 
Many thanks to Stinson and Carol McCroskey, Laura
Seelbach, Rolf Holmquist, Barron Brown, Jim Ludwig,
Jim Steen, and Pat Skinner for your days of construction
to make Scott’s coming home possible.

New Members                                                                                                                                            photo by Mary Charbonnet

From left to right:
acting Clerk of
Session Margie
Lang, Laura
Watrous, Rachel
Chandler, Jon
Chandler, Rev.
Maggie Lauterer,
Bob Lemarr,
Rhonda Lemarr,
John Horton,
Mary Horton.

Lemarr Baptisms                                    photo by Mary Charbonnet

Dear Congregation,Dear Congregation,Dear Congregation,Dear Congregation,Dear Congregation,
I have realized that my sudden resignation has caused a certain degree of

consternation for the congregation. I feel I need to offer an explanation to you.
The sudden loss of feeling in my hand came as quite a shock to me. Especially

since it was during the Christmas season. At any rate, when I returned to play in
March, I realized that I had not given myself enough post operation preparation time
and as far as I was concerned played more poorly than usual. Although my hand is
improving it continues to be a long term process. The time when it will be back to
“normal” is indeterminate.

It seemed to me that the most suitable option was to resign in order to
provide the session with the best opportunity to locate a replacement. I found the
time in January and February without responsibilities of any kind rather refreshing.
It also gave me time to pause to consider what endeavors I wished to pursue in the
future.

It was my desire to fade into the woodwork, but that idea has caused much
speculation - an outcome that I did not at all intend. At present I am enjoying the
recharging of energy and the time to devote to other pursuits. That said, it does not
preclude a possible reinvestment into church musical activities at some future date.

I do apologize for my lapse of judgement to the congregation.
Willard CottrellWillard CottrellWillard CottrellWillard CottrellWillard Cottrell

Meals to Heal MugsMeals to Heal MugsMeals to Heal MugsMeals to Heal MugsMeals to Heal Mugs
The mugs have arrived.  They’re lovely black
mugs with the art of our church by our own Rolf
Holmquist. They’re on sale for $10 each in the

Fellowship Hall after
worship.
  The money will be
used for the Meals to
Heal Project - that is,
food prepared by
women in our church
which is kept in the
freezer in the Laughrun
House garage for
anyone who needs

prepared food during times of illness or need.
     Thank you, Judy Lee, for your work towards
this endeavor and for cooking the 64 pounds of
barbecue for the May dinner for Meals to Heal.
And thanks to all the women who prepared the
rest of the meal. Your labors made $600 for
Meals to Heal.
     The food has been taken to folks like  Bonnie
and Scott Pulver, Mary and Hollie Phillips,
Marcia and Cliff Schoen and others who have had
sickness in their families.
     If anyone would like to cook for meals to be
frozen, please be in touch with Judy - 682-0208.

WillardWillardWillardWillardWillard

There are 14 US towns named
Willard, a famous hotel in our
nation’s capital named Willard, a
horror movie, a grunge band, a
college, a library, even a US Navy
ship named Willard but...

...there is only Willard Cottrell.
Thank you for being you, Willard!

We          ya!

Please note: A music committee consisting of church members has formed
to facilitate the process of choosing a new music director.  The position is
currently being announced and applicants may apply until July 15 at which
time the committee will interview suitable applicants. Stay tuned!
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Looking OutwardLooking OutwardLooking OutwardLooking OutwardLooking Outward

  by Rev. Maggie
Lauterer

Working toward July 3
Many of you have expressed congratulations for my candidacy for Moderator of

the Presbyterian Church USA. Thank you.
            I’d like to clarify a few things about this enormous step we’ve all taken together.
            First of all, I am not standing for Moderator of the Western North Carolina Presbytery
of which our church is a member. I was Moderator of the presbytery three years ago. And I was
Moderator of the Presbytery Council two years ago. This time, I am standing for the Moderator of the WHOLE
Presbyterian Church USA - and that’s why I’m so busy these days.
             I was endorsed by our presbytery on April 27 - since then, there has not been enough time in the day!  Questions
were immediately sent from four publications to be answered, all with different deadlines. Everyone was like a take home
exam!  What do you know about the Belhar Confession?  The new Form of Government?  The overtures concerning the
Israeli/Palestinian question?  Those are three examples.
             And running for office these days has a very different slant from times past - you need a website, a presence on
Facebook, and Twitter too!  Zack has been amazing with all these technological requirements. If you have a computer, I
invite you to see his handiwork at www.maggielauterer.com.  Thank you, Zack Allen! What would I do with you?
              And if you’d like to be with me on the Facebook site, sign on to Facebook.com and look for the Maggie Lauterer -
public figure account which Zack set up. The more the merrier!
              And as I write this, I don’t have the Twitter account up yet but that’s the next challenge. Anybody here Twitter?
               I was in Louisville, Kentucky last week for Moderator Orientation with the other candidates.  The month of June
will be very busy with preparation for General Assembly where the election will be on July 3 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  If
I win, I will immediately be installed and will moderate the 219th General Assembly of the PCUSA.  If I don’t win, I will
spend the rest of the week being a Commissioner for our presbytery and cast votes on your behalf.
             So please please pray for me that I will be a strong candidate and represent you well.
             And thanks to all of you who are helping me prepare and have donated toward the expenses of the campaign.

As I have said, I’m doing this because our church here in Burnsville  has such GOOD NEWS for the denomination.
Did you know we are one of the few churches which has grown ten consecutive years? This is good news and I want to tell
your story. It’s truly a story of how God found a way when there was no way. May we continue to follow that Way for
many many years to come.
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Hank Demorsky
     The memorial service for Hank Demorsky was held May 22 in our
sanctuary. Many of us know his daughter Susan Demorsky who lived in
Texas and had worshiped with us many times when she visited her father.
At the service, Susan expressed her appreciation for all that had been done
by members of our church through the years.
      Hank and his dog Sam lived high on a mountain in the Pensacola
community for many years following the death of Hank’s wife Mary.  The
last few years, he was not able to live
outside of a nursing home setting but loved
to be brought to be with the our community
on Sunday mornings, to worship and be in
fellowship afterwards.
      We will miss Hank, and next September
when it’s time to sing “When the Roll Is
Called Up Yonder” at our worship service by
the river, who will lead? None of us can sing
that song like Hank.

Minding Your Money
for a Just Society

Saturday, June 5, from 2-4 at New Hope
Presbyterian Church on Sweeten Creek
Road, there will be a forum about
minding your money for a just society.
You know the old quote, “Put your money
where your mouth is.” This meeting will
give information on how to do this. There
is excellent material printed by the
Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) regarding
usury. Resources will be available at the
forum. 
 
This forum is sponsored by Elders United
for a Just Society. For more information,
see www.eldersunited.com.

Plant Sale
Our Annual Plant Sale was held two Sundays by the Mission
Committee.  Laura Seelbach coordinated the sale of plants
brought from gardens in our church family.  Total sales
were $123.00.
Thanks to everyone who brought your plants - and bought
them!  Proceeds will go to our Guatemalan Scholarship
Fund.

Henry KramerHenry KramerHenry KramerHenry KramerHenry Kramer
is Baptizedis Baptizedis Baptizedis Baptizedis Baptized

We were blessed to be the
place where Henry Kramer
was baptized in April.
Henry was born last
October to members Amy
Sheele and Kyle Kramer.
He is the brother of James,
age two and a half, who was
also baptized in our midst.

A Gift for SarahA Gift for SarahA Gift for SarahA Gift for SarahA Gift for Sarah
Sarah Ludwig graduates from Mountain Heritage High
School on June 11.  To honor her in this transition of her
life, the Presbyterian Women gave a surprise party
honoring the high school senior.
     Sarah received a prayer shawl made by her mother,
one of the Prayer Shawl Weavers, and she was also given
a box made by Diane Holmquist.  In the box, each
woman had placed words of wisdom for Sarah to take
with her to school.
      Pastor Maggie read Ecclesiastes 3 and the women
discussed “the time to go” away from home as Sarah will
soon leave for her freshman year at Duke University.
Each woman shared her experience leaving home - some
were more recent and some were a while back!  But
each memory continued to be special and mold our lives.
       Sarah was very grateful for this “sending out”.  And
we are grateful, in return, for Sarah.

The Young Adults
and Families group
will meet to discuss
Three Cups of Tea
on Wednesday, June 30,
potluck at 5:30pm,
discussion at 6pm.  Allyson
Heidenfelder will
facilitate the discussion
about one man’s mission
to promote peace... one
school at a time.  Please
watch for more
information in the bulletin
announcements.

Wednesday Night FellowshipWednesday Night FellowshipWednesday Night FellowshipWednesday Night FellowshipWednesday Night Fellowship
Discussions Resume in JuneDiscussions Resume in JuneDiscussions Resume in JuneDiscussions Resume in JuneDiscussions Resume in June

On June 9, Wednesday Night
Fellowship will meet for a
potluck at 5:30pm, and then
begin a new 6-week study
entitled “Living the Questions:
Challenges Facing Progressive
Christians”.  Christine Purdy
will faciliate discussion.LtQ2 is
an open-minded alternative to studies that attempt to give
participants all the answers and instead strives to create an
environment where participants can interact with one
another in exploring what’s next for Christianity.

Pentecost Offering to Grandfather Home for
Children
Forty percent of $160.00 Pentecost Offering collected in
May plus enough to sum to $100.00 will go to Grandfather
Home for Children in Banner Elk, NC.  Grandfather Home
for Children, a private agency affiliated with the
Presbyterian Church (USA), provides love and healing to
children, youth and families who have been hurt by
emotional, sexual or other abuse. For more information,
please see www.grandfatherhome.org.

Mission Notes                  *Mission Notes                  *Mission Notes                  *Mission Notes                  *Mission Notes                  *
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Sarah Ludwig, center, with her family surrounding her
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