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Have we “got mission?”
The word “mission” is on the lips of about everyone in our country these days - Haiti has

made missionaries of even those who never meant to be the hands of Jesus Christ. I saw a story of an
11 year-old girl who was caught under the debris of her family’s apartment, and as she lay there unable
to move, a big burly guy was gently giving her a drink of water from a dust covered bottle - I thought of
how God has made all of us capable of holding a bottle of water to the lips of a child, “the least of these.”
            Our congregation holds a sip of water to many all over the world through our actions and our donations
- it’s who we are. I heard someone say this week “This congregation is the most mission-oriented church I’ve ever been
a part of.”  I thank God for that person’s perception - and she’s right.
             Did you know that in the year 2009, Burnsville First Presbyterian gave $33,000 for mission project near and far? (Please read Randy
Hembree’s report in this issue for details). And that doesn’t count the food you have brought and bought at Kids’ Store for the Rec House Food
Pantry - that has to be in the thousands of dollars.

And already in 2010,  we keep up the good work.  This month, your Mission Committee, through the five percent made through the
Ingles cards, donated $1,000 to Habitat for Humanity, $2,000 to Reconciliation House, and $500 to MY Meds, and $500 to PDA.
            This week, we are taking a special donation for the work of PDA - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance - which has been on the ground in Haiti
even before the earthquake. Presbyterians gave $100,000 by Martin Luther King Day. Add $100,000 that was given from the One Great Hour of
Sharing offering. In all, the Church has already sent $209,000.  The goal for the church as a whole is $500,000.  I think that will happen.
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We Host World Day of Prayer 2010
Friday, March 5 - 11am

Let Everything That Has Breath Praise God
Written by the WDP Committee of Cameroon

This year our church will host the annual World Day of Prayer on Friday, March
5, 2010.  It is a ecumenical gathering of mainly women who meet during the lunch hour to pray.  This year the
prayer is directed to the women of Cameroon.

The Republic of Cameroon (République du Cameroun in French) is located in the
center of Africa above the equator at the extreme end of the Gulf of Guinea. It is bordered by
Nigeria, Chad, the Central African Republic, in addition to Congo Brazzaville, Gabon, and
Equatorial Guinea.

Cameroon is comparable in size to Papua New Guinea and slightly larger than Califor-
nia in the U.S. The official languages are French and English with a dominance of the French
language. The national currency is the Franc CFA, which is the common currency among 14
countries of Central and West Africa who cooperate financially.

Cameroon is culturally and ecologically rich, having approximately 240 local languages
corresponding to the 240 ethnic groups. It also has great biodiversity, especially in regards to its flora. Due to its cultural and
geographical diversity, Cameroon is often referred to as “Africa in miniature.”

Cameroon is rich in natural resources. The economy is based largely on agriculture and an estimated 70% of the popula-
tion are farmers. Other sources of revenue come from forestry, minerals, and petroleum. As agriculture is an important part of
the economy, land is one of Cameroon’s greatest resources.

As we begin our journey with the women of Cameroon, we learn about the social challenges that include the trafficking
of children, particularly girls for sexual exploitation and slavery, gender issues that allow the perpetuation of violence against
women and women losing their land rights. We will ask and seek answers to questions about possibility and justice in Cameroon.
On Friday, March 5, 2010, we welcome the Worshipping Community to join the women of Cameroon.

Let’s turn our prayers into action.
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I know what you’re thinking. “Oh no, Randy’s poor
mouthing us again and begging for more money.” Au contraire
- even though the church coffers are not overflowing, we ended
the year with some very positive results:

· Our Operating Funds balance at year end was just under
$10,000 which is a little less than an average month’s
expenses.

· Offerings for the first two weeks of 2010 have been
strong.

· Both the number of pledges for 2010 and the total dollars
pledged are higher than in 2009.

· The loan on the Laughrun House was paid off with only
about $8,000 remaining to finalize the Growing With
Faith commitment.

· We raised funds (Ingle’s cards sales raised $14,953) or
donated money  to support local and foreign missions to
the tune of over $33,000. This total includes checks written
last week  for income received in 2009. Just a few highlights
are listed below:

 Reconciliation House - $12,054
Guatemala Partnership - $5,350
Guatemala Scholarships - $4,000
Other missions including MY Meds - $2,181
M-Y Habitat for Humanity - $2,000
Nickle-a-Meal - $1,827
Mission Teams - $1,240
One Great Hour of Sharing - $1,117
Local Benevolence Gifts to Individuals in Need -
$1,026
Dr. Barbara Nagy - $500
Nkhoma Hospital - $458

We can give thanks and praise God for all that FPC
Burnsville was able to do last year to support our church and
these mission outreach programs. We all know either personally
or by way of those close to us that these are times of great
challenge. Our country has not seen such economic hardship
since the Great Depression and our community, members of

by Randy Hembree,
Treasurer
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On Sunday, February 7,
our youth group will be
collecting donations of
money and canned goods in
honor of the Annual Souper
Bowl of Caring.  All
donations will go to The
Reconciliation House.

What is Souper Bowl of Caring?
A national movement of congregations, schools, community
organizations and compassionate individuals caring for others on Super
Bowl weekend (February 7th, 2010). Souper Bowl of Caring equips
and mobilizes youth to positively impact their communities by
collecting money or food on or near Super Bowl weekend. 100% of
the collections are donated directly to the charity of each group’s
choice.

our church, and our church have all been impacted; nevertheless,
this time of challenge has also been a great opportunity for us to
show our Christian love to our neighbors here and around the
world. You have met that challenge and have responded
generously to address those pressing needs.

I read an article in the newspaper a couple of weeks ago
about Rick Warren’s Saddleback Church in California.
Saddleback was about to end 2009 with a $900,000 deficit.
According to the article, a plea was launched and the
congregation and donors from around the country responded
with 2.4 million dollars in offerings. Instead of beginning the
year with a deficit, the church now has a surplus, which will be
used, in part, to strengthen the church’s food pantry, homeless
ministry,  counseling and support groups.

That’s a great and inspiring story of people rising to a
challenge. Wouldn’t it be great if we had thousands of members
and hundreds of thousands of folks on our mailing list to help
meet our financial needs; however, as even a small congregation,
God assures us that we will be empowered to do anything we
set our hearts and minds to accomplish. We have shown that we
have the capacity, even in difficult times, to respond to the
challenges we face. God has a way for us to go, if we have the
willingness, and if every member knows that our strength as a
church is “everyone’s” responsibility, and not just “someone’s”
responsibility.

We have adopted a bare-bones budget for 2010 and will
continue to be frugal with the resources we have. Thanks again
for the gifts you have been called to share with our church’s
ministry. I feel confident that with God’s guidance you will
respond to the challenge to continue our
growth as a vibrant, Christ centered,
mission oriented, congregation here in
Burnsville.

As always, if you you have any
questions about the church’s finances,
please contact Aimee in the church office.
She can give you my contact information.
I look forward to being back with you again
in March.
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I am excited to share
this news. We have an official
Congregational Care
Committee. Joining elders
Louise Hembree and Saskia
Etheridge are Judy Lee and
Sarah Osborne.  This
committee has been busy visiting
members providing meals to
members.  The committee is
excited about the generous
donation from the Rick Lang
Memorial Fund to purchase a
large freezer that will be used
to store prepackaged meals. 
There are several women that
have become a part of the list to
provide and deliver meals and
thanks be to God for their
service. A plan is in the works
to gather once every 3 months
to prepare and package meals.
We are always looking for more
cooks. If you are interested in
cooking or visiting members
please call Saskia at 284-3295 or
email etheridge.d@gmail.com.
Special thanks to Sarah Osborne
for coordinating meals.

by Saskia Etheridge
Congregational Care

Chair

New Members and Friends Dinner

Elders joined new members and attendees as they joined for dinner and fellowship last year.  Back
row from left: Elder Saskia Etheridge, Elder Susan Martin, Christine Purdy, Elder Pat Skinner,
Barbara Skinner, Youth Elder Sarah Ludwig, Clerk of Session Scott Pulver, Beverly and Ron
Chandler.  Front row from left: Michael Osada, Judy Lee, Rev. Maggie Lauterer, Lori Osada and
daughter Sienna, Wendy Ward, Laura Watrous.

Valentine Dinner
and Talent Show

Friday, February 12
5:30-7:30pm

Childcare Provided
Sign up in the Fellowship Hall

We need your talent!
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Grandfather HomeGrandfather HomeGrandfather HomeGrandfather HomeGrandfather Home
for Childrenfor Childrenfor Childrenfor Childrenfor Children

Wish List
Grandfather Home for Children accepts gifts of physical property such
as certain furniture, vehicles, land/property, new clothing, new or like
new condition appliances, new or like new toys, and other items
suitable for maintaining a good quality of life environment for the
children. If you think you have physical items to donate that would be of
use to them, call 1.828.898.5465.  The following items are currently
needed for the children in our group homes and foster care.
· New shoes in all toddler sizes
· New car seats and booster seats
· Craft kits for teenagers (models, bead kits, painting sets)
· Backpacks
· School supplies such as: Pencils, pens, markers, crayons,
                       safety scissors, erasers, rulers, calculators
· Pads of paper for beginning writers
· Notebooks with wide-ruled paper
· Folders and 3-ring binders
· Diaper bags, Diapers, Wipes
· Pacificers
· Toys
· Mobiles

Service Ideas
The following are some ideas to help the children at

Grandfather Home that are suitable for individuals as well as church and
youth groups:
· Have a baby shower, gathering the items into diaper bags for
the young children in foster care
· Have a drive to gather school supplies and place them in
backpacks for our school age children
· Become an advocate for Grandfather Home. Be the contact
person for your group, keeping them up to date with prayer concerns
and opportunities to help
· Organize a group to tour the Grandfather Home campus in
Banner Elk, NC. Please contact for a date and time
· Invite a speaker from Grandfather Home to present
information to your civic group
· Become a foster parent!
This is just a small list of posibilites. Please contact Grandfather Home if
you can think of other ways to help the children.  828.898.5465.  All
information in this article came from www.grandfatherhome.org.  You
can find much more on the website, including stories of some of the
children living there.

A Ministry Mending Families

Grandfather Home for Children, a private agency affiliated
with the Presbyterian Church (USA), provides love and healing to
children, youth and families who have been hurt by emotional,
sexual or other abuse.

The Christian staff works with children to resolve the
hurt, providing hope and unconditional acceptance,so that they can
again live with a family. If a child cannot be reunited with the family
of birth, an adoptive placement or another community living
arrangement is the goal. Recognizing the critical importance of
families, Grandfather Home provides support services to ensure
that families will remain together free of abuse and hurt.

Prayer and strong private financial support are essential to
continually sustain and improve our ministry’s work.

The History of Grandfather Home

Grandfather Home for Children began in 1914 when
Reverend Edgar Tufts, a Presbyterian minister, converted a farm-
house belonging to Lees-McRae Institute (now Lees-McRae
College) into an orphanage for homeless children. Mr. and Mrs. J.
W. Holcombe were the first house-parents. Soon the home was
filled with children, and a dormitory and school were constructed.
While serving as director of the home, Edgar H. Tufts, son of the
founder, oversaw construction of many of the stone buildings on
the campus. These beautiful stone buildings still exist on the
campus today, a testament to Edgar’s vision.

When Reverend Tufts died in 1923, the Edgar Tufts
Memorial Association was formed to benefit the ministries he
founded: Grace Hospital, Lees-McRae Institute, and Grandfather
Orphans’ Home. Trustees from Concord and Holston Presbyteries
constituted a governing body to oversee the operation of these
organizations. In 1957, Grandfather Home for Children was
incorporated separately with an independent board of trustees,
while retaining its roots with the Presbyterian Church.

Over the decades, Grandfather Home refocused its
ministry to provide help to a changing population of children in
need. Starting in 1914 and for the next several decades, children
were admitted due to the orphan or half-orphaned status. Later,
Grandfather Home started to serve children whose parents had
some degree of dysfunction. Gradually, though, children from
homes commonly referred to as broken families or troubled
homes were served.  The ministry’s focus is now on the child who
has experienced multiple placements, significant abuse, and
disruptive behavioral patterns.

Historic Functions of Grandfather Home

· 1914 - Orphanage
· 1943 - Children’s Home
· 1979 - Group Child Care Agency
· 1995 - Residential Treatment Facility

Cost-Per-Child at
Grandfather Home in
Selected Years

· 1924 - .61 cents per day
· 1934 - .63 cents per day
· 1966 - .99 cents per day
· 1998 - $165.00 per day
· 2000 - $181.80 per day
· 2005 - $318.00 per day
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Your Groceries AtYour Groceries AtYour Groceries AtYour Groceries AtYour Groceries At
WorkWorkWorkWorkWork

It has been said that even the smallest
deeds can have the biggest impact.  That is true
with our Ingles Grocery Card program.  Carol
McCroskey has been faithfully collecting money
and ordering cards for several years now and we
praise God for her.  The 5% rebate we receive
back has been adding up steadily. The Mission
Committee met at the beginning of the year to
distribute some of these funds and we were
thankful to be able to send these checks out:

-MY Meds Ministry:  $500
-MY Habitat for Humanity:  $1000
-Reconciliation House:  $2000
-Presbyterian Disaster Assistance(for

Haiti Earthquake):  $500
Thank you for your continued
support of this program. 
When you are at the store,
think about how when you
feed yourself, you are helping
to feed your neighbor in
many ways.

Jim Ludwig, Chair
Mission Committee

AttentionAttentionAttentionAttentionAttention
Parents!!Parents!!Parents!!Parents!!Parents!!

We will be having a meeting on
Sunday, February 21st immediately
following church to discuss this
year’s Vacation Bible School and
the format for next year’s Christian
Education programs for our kids.
We will keep the meeting to 30
minutes and we’ll meet in the
sanctuary.  We’d love your input,
ideas and suggestions for
improvement.
If you have any questions, please call
Amy at 682-2648 or email
amysheele@yahoo.com.  Looking
forward to seeing you on the 21st!
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Faces of theFaces of theFaces of theFaces of theFaces of the
MadrigalMadrigalMadrigalMadrigalMadrigal

From top, left to right:  Lord Zack and Lady Margaret; Randy
Hembree, Dottie Morgan, Willard Cottrell, Sarah Ludwig;
Judy Lee;  Susan Martin;  Jodi Antinori;  Tony Phillips.

Church Website

Thank you to our dedicated
Christian Education Volunteers
for the month ofJanuary.  We
appreciate your time, energy
and commitment!

Youth Group: Lanny & Allyson
Heidenfelder Wednesday Church
School: Joe Habethier, Amanda Martin, Anne
Phillips, Britt Kaufmann, Mary Sheldon, Amy Sheele,
Allyson Heidenfelder.
Worship Prep Sunday School: Amanda Martin
Preschool Sunday School: Lori Osada
Noon Bible Study: Rev. Maggie Lauterer
Young Adults & Families: Elizabeth Ayers

If you would like to get involved in one of our many
Christian Education programs, please contact Amy
Sheele at amysheele@yahoo.com or 682-2648.

             PDA has been working in Haiti with our partners Episcopal
Diocese of Haiti, ACT International, Church World Service, and the
Cuban Council of Churches. A PCUSA mission worker stationed in
Haiti, Sharyn Babe was in her apartment when the earthquake hit. She is
now in Ft. Lauderdale with back and leg injuries suffered when the
roof collapsed. There were four PCUSA mission teams there at the
time - from churches in Virginia, New Jersey, and Wisconsin.  They
are fine - and some of them have remained to work including several
doctors.
              We have a mission worker, Mark Hare, who has a blog.  You
can follow his work there at http://markandjenny-pcusa.org.com .
And you can receive more information of the PDA at www.pcusa.org/
pda.
     I read on your Mission bulletin board “Got Mission?” Do we hold
up a cool drink of water to the weary world?  I would say the answer is
Yes - we got mission. It is, without a doubt,  the heart of who we are.
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