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OutwardOutwardOutwardOutwardOutward
  by Rev. Maggie Lauterer

Mowing anyone?Mowing anyone?Mowing anyone?Mowing anyone?Mowing anyone?

      Nice people don’t talk about money.  Didn’t your mother
tell you that?
      So why am I squirming in my chair as I write this?  Because
Mom is whispering in my ear.  But  in this case, Mom, in this
case, I believe the Lord is asking me to talk about money. I’ve
always believed that the Lord would open hearts and pocket books
to build the Church, and in the past, that has certainly happened
here,  but we are in a different chapter this year.
       For the last few months, your Treasurer Randy Hembree
has made an accounting to you on the back of the bulletin as to
where we are financially.  And as you have witnessed, it’s not
been great news. Right along with most of the world and about
every other church, we have been tightening our belts because
tithing has shrunk from years past.
       And this is particularly troubling news for summer months
because the truth is, we run in the winter on the extra income of
the summer. But if we’re running behind in the summer, what
happens when the snow falls and attendance is down on icy Sundays?
        The good Lord knows, we are cutting back in as many ways
as we can in operations and are  presently $16,000 under budget
for the year - but fall and winter are coming with the expenses of
heat and our children’s education programs.
        So that’s all I’m going to say about this tough subject in this
tough economy, except to ask you to pray along with me for the
stewardship of what God has given us here - a wonderful little
church community in the mountains of North Carolina that follows
the command to “Do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with
our God”. Surely we will support its life and work.

       Your Session, who watches over the welfare of this
church, makes the decisions on direction and finances. As
you know, the rest of the country is tightening the belt,

and your Elders
are doing the
same. One of
the decisions the
Elders  made in
July was to save
money on
g r o u n d s
keeping of our
church campus -
that is, the
church building
and  Laughrun
House grounds.

We were paying an average of $600 monthly for the lawn
care.  Elder Chad Ayers made an offer we couldn’t refuse.
He and Elizabeth have inherited a riding mower that had
some age and needed some work.  He offered to repair the
mower and mow the grass for last week and this week.
After that, he starts school and the Ayers’ new baby is due.
        Your Elders are looking for those who would volunteer
to mow for the coming summer weeks.  Each week that
one of our church family mows, it saves $150!
         Pat Skinner and Chad Ayers are our Buildings and
Grounds co-chairs. If you would give a Friday or Saturday
mowing to our grounds,  please call Pat at 682-5018. It’s a
great way to be a faithful steward of what God has given us.

Church Work DayChurch Work DayChurch Work DayChurch Work DayChurch Work Day
On Saturday, August 15, members and friends of our church will gather at 9am to work together to beautify the church buildings
and grounds.  Please consider helping out!  Do you have something that you prefer to do?  Laura Seelbach and Pat Skinner will co-
ordinate this, the second but much needed work day around the church..
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Prayer ShawlsPrayer ShawlsPrayer ShawlsPrayer ShawlsPrayer Shawls
A prayer shawl may be knitted, crocheted or hand-woven. What sets it apart from
other craft projects is that the shawl is accompanied by prayer and meditation by
an individual or a group. When the shawl is finished, it is presented to someone as
a visible expression of care, concern and God’s love. Imagine that you are lonely,
grieving or ill, or perhaps leaving home for the first time, or celebrating the birth
of a child and what a blessing it would be to receive a soft, warm and comforting
shawl that was created with the love and prayers of your church family. Over the
centuries, shawls have come to symbolize shelter, peace and spiritual sustenance.

How did prayer shawls enter our church family? The story in brief:  During one of
the first women’s meetings, Wanda Woodby shared with me an idea she had for a long
time- a group of women coming together to pray and knit, creating prayer shawls and

hats for infants.  The hats to be donated to the hospital or pregnancy crisis center and the shawls to be blessed and taken by Maggie to
some of those she visits.  As I had experienced the blessing of receiving a handknit shawl, I was excited to find some more women in
our church who love to knit and crochet. I  spoke with Mary Sheldon who suggested we see who was interested. Word got around and
Warner Anthony blessed our group with some of his wife’s beautiful yarn.  Then a  huge donation came in at Reconciliation House on
a day I was there and they said I could have it.  So we have yarn, women, and a time to meet and now our pastor Maggie has some
shawls.  The shawls can be for any occasion, a loss, a hospital or illness recovery, a birth, a wedding, a move away from our mountains
to a new life thus taking the love of our church family with them as they move.

If you’d like to learn to knit or crochet, please come.  We’ve been meeting on the second Saturday at 10am before the
Women’s Meeting at 11am, though if we can find an evening once a month which would fit more schedules, we’d love it! Please
contact  Mary Sheldon or Laura Seelbach. The  18 women who
have participated thus far are:  Karen Watkins and Mira Brown,
Alice Cottrell,  Jennifer England, Marcia Geiser, Margie Lang, 
Mary Sheldon, Susan Norris, Minnie Powell, Nancy Renfro, Sue
Steen, Lisa Swaim, Mary Jane Walker, Wendy Ward, Christine
Purdy,  WandaWoodby, LeeAnn Friend and me. So far, Jennifer,
Marcia, Mary Jane, Susan, Wendy, Christine, Wanda, Mary and
I have schedules which have allowed us to meet an hour before
the women’s meeting to knit together.  I trust as our story is
shared we will have more women join us.

  By Laura Seelbach

The first one to be blessed with a prayer shawl was Thelma
Cumbie.  Presently, she is in rehabilitation for a stroke and
broken ankle.  For those of you who would
write, her address is as follows:
Thelma Hughes Cumbie, Room 211
Northeast Atlanta Health & Rehabilitation
1500 South Johnson’s Ferry Road
Atlanta, GA  30319

Thelma Cumbie
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Let’s Celebrate!
A day of learning and fun planned for

presbytery-wide event
      This year’s “Let’s Celebrate” gathering is scheduled for Saturday, August 22, 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church of Morganton.
      The theme for the even is “God’s Bailout”. Our own pastor, Rev. Maggie Lauterer,
will preach for the opening service at 9 a.m., followed by a workshop in the morning
and a workshop after lunch. Some of the choices for workshops include: A Christian
Call to Action for Peoples of the Holy Land; How to Build a Web Presence for Your Church, Paying Attention to God in a World
of Opportunity: Gods Work in Asia; Connecting with God; Dig a Little Deeper with Youth; Guatemala Partnership; From
Conflict to Non-Violent Communication; Small Groups, Big Impact; What a Facebook Friend We Have in Jesus; The Bible as
Curriculum?
     Cost of the event (which includes lunch) is $20. Registration forms are available at our church office. Deadline is Friday, August
7. Late registration costs $25. We hope to have at least a van full of participants!

In June 2006, our Church started the first capital campaign in
many years. The Growing with Faith campaign is a project to
increase the mission of First Presbyterian Church of Burnsville.
First to increase our local space by purchasing the Laughrun
house with it’s large lawn (Martin Lawn)
and secondly to support our sister Church in
Guatemala, as well as our mission to Malawi.
In December 2009, we will close the
Growing with Faith campaign if we continue
to receive outstanding pledges, having met
the expectations we set for ourselves.God
is good—all the time!!!!

Growing with FaithGrowing with FaithGrowing with FaithGrowing with FaithGrowing with Faith

Wednesday Night Fellowship:
Benedictine Spirituality

August 12th, 19th

Presbyterian Women have set
the date for their first annual
fall retreat at High Pastures
Christian Conference Center

here in Burnsville, for the evening of October 9 and morning
of October 10.  This special extended time together may
include food, fun, and fellowship, hiking to the Prayer Tower,
waterfall, and sharing prayers. Price will be $35 per person,
which includes lodging and meals.  All welcome regardless of
previous attendance.  If you want to come but are unable to
finance the retreat, arrangements can be made.  Please sign
up in the Fellowship Hall by September 12 or call Jennifer
England if you will attend.

Presbyterian
Women Plan

Retreat
For many people, life in a monastery seems mysterious

and even archaic.  Yet in an increasingly hectic world many Roman
Catholics and Protestants alike have found their way to
monasteries and centers of Benedictine spirituality for prayer,

retreats, or spiritual guidance. They
come with a hunger for spirituality and
spiritual practices that will transform
and sustain them in a busy and
increasingly complex world. They seek
community and solitude, a deep
encounter with the Word of God, a place
to reflect on the meaning of their lives,
and wisdom for living the Christian life.

Benedict allows the leader of
each monastic community to determine
the specifics of community daily life:
times for prayer, the amount and kinds
of food and drink, and appropriate
clothing for the climate. While the

details may vary from place to place, what remains constant is
the conviction that all aspects of life—work, prayer, mealtime,
rest—become worship in its broadest sense as we acknowledge
that all of life comes to us from the hand of our Creator.

In this two-session study, we’ll examine the foundational
beginnings of Benedictine spirituality, which dates back over
fifteen hundred years. Participants will learn about its basic
components and explore other forms of spiritual discipline. They
will also discuss the practical aspects of incorporating these
spiritual practices into their own lives and be encouraged to
practice them for a week between sessions 1 and 2. Pat Skinner, Chairman & Treasurer

Growing with Faith
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Ever wondered how you can keep those old, unwanted, damaged
CDs and DVDs out of the landfill?  You know- one more thing
to add to our already full landfills!

Here is your chance to help make our world a better place.
1.  Gather up those CDs/DVDs, their cases, papers, and or
cardboard that comes with them.
2.  Place all discs in a box.
3.  Mark the box CDs/DVDs/HD-DVDs/Blu-ray Discs only.
4.  Place unwanted plastic cases in a separate box marked cases
only.
5.  Place covers on any other paper from the discs in a separate
box marked CD paperwork.
6.  When boxes are full, send to:

The Compact Disc Recycling
Center of America

68H Stiles Rd.
Salem, NH 03079

(You should be able to send the box at the less expensive media
postage rate.)

Now wasn’t that easy and don’t you feel better?  Remember,
Caring for Creation is part of being a Christian.

Caring for CreationCaring for CreationCaring for CreationCaring for CreationCaring for Creation
A note from CC (your Caring for Creation watchdog)

Amanda & Chad wed July 25Amanda & Chad wed July 25Amanda & Chad wed July 25Amanda & Chad wed July 25Amanda & Chad wed July 25

Baby BlessingsBaby BlessingsBaby BlessingsBaby BlessingsBaby Blessings

Member Amanda Martin and Chad Robertson, surrounded
by their children, were married in our sanctuary by our pastor
on Saturday, July 25. Congratulations, Amanda and Chad!
May God abundantly bless your future together!

A baby’s coming in August!  Presbyterian Women
gathered to give a baby shower for Elizabeth and Chad Ayers’
first baby, due August 7.  Thanks to Jennifer England for
organizing the shower.

River WorshipRiver WorshipRiver WorshipRiver WorshipRiver Worship
For those asking friends to join us at our Annual
River Worship, we will worship at 10:30 a.m.
on September 13 at Hoot ‘n Owl Hall at Patience
Park on Blue Rock Road. It’s a Sunday of gospel
singing and dinner on the grounds. There will
more details in the September newsletter.
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It is that time of year again!  Our Christian Education programs for the children
and youth of our church are about to get started.  We wanted to make sure that
parents know about the various programs going on at our church.

* Preschool Sunday School – After Children’s Time, we encourage all preschool
aged children to come downstairs for a Bible lesson and activities.  The church
nursery is staffed for kids younger than preschool age.
* Kindergarten & 1st Grade Worship Prep -  This class is designed for kids
around the ages of kindergarten – 1st grade (or older based on parent’s discretion) to
help kids learn more about the different aspects of our church service so that by next
year, they are ready to sit through a service on their own and understand it better.
This class is meets downstairs after Children’s Time as well.  This class will start in
September and run through June.

* Wednesday Church School – This year’s church school will run from Wednesday, September 16 – Wednesday,
May 19 from 3:30-5:00 PM.  The church van will pick up kids from Burnsville Elementary again this year.  This is for kids
from kindergarten – 5th grade and will include a snack, lesson, music and craft.  Parent sign up sheets are available at the
church office or in the back of church.

* Youth Group – This group is for middle & high school students and meets on Sunday nights at the church.  The first
meeting will be on Sunday, August 30th.  Allyson and Lanny will provide more details as the date approaches.

Thanks to the many volunteers that make these program possible.  This year’s volunteers include: Bonnie Risher, Bob &
Fran McFerren, Maggie Palmer Lauterer, Suzanne Gavenus, Britt Kauffman & Chad Smoker, Aimee Tomcho, Jodi Antinori, Amy
Sheele & Kyle Kramer, Alice & Willard Cottrell, Lanny & Allyson Heidenfelder, Joe Habetheir, Amanda Martin, Nancy Renfro,
Anne Phillips, Laura Wautrous, Karen Watkins & Barron Brown, Mary Sheldon, Lori Osada, Laura Seelbach, Margie Lang, Mary
Horton, Saskia Etheridge, Jason Howell, Christine Purdy, Chad & Elizabeth Ayers.

If you have any questions or would like to get involved, please contact Amy Sheele at 682-2648 or email
amysheele@yahoo.com.  We’re looking forward to another great year as we educate the future of our church!

Church School Just AroundChurch School Just AroundChurch School Just AroundChurch School Just AroundChurch School Just Around
the Corner!the Corner!the Corner!the Corner!the Corner!

‘Younger’ Adults Resume Events This Month‘Younger’ Adults Resume Events This Month‘Younger’ Adults Resume Events This Month‘Younger’ Adults Resume Events This Month‘Younger’ Adults Resume Events This Month
Health-Care Reform: The Moment Is Now!

This clear, informative, one-session study around the topic of health-care reform in the United States offers concise
explanations of three basic models for reform with their strengths and weaknesses, as well as identifying key values we should be
upholding as we continue this national conversation. The three major proposals that are explained in this study and that are being
debated in Washington are public health insurance, improvement and expansion of the employer-based system, and the individual
mandate model.

Questions of justice for each model focus the conversation around discernment versus argumentation in group study. This
study also includes questions for discussion that delve into health-system values, faith values, media involvement.

Sarah Osborne who works in the medical field, will co-ordinate the discussion on Wednesday, August 26.  Please bring a
covered dish to share at 5:30pm followed by discussion at 6:15pm.  Childcare will be provided.


